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Senate Bill 6, Senate Draft l proposes to require dogs or cats that are captured or killed in a snare
or trap to be reported to a county animal control of cer, establishes an animal cruelty offense for
the use of steel-jawed leg-hold traps, and the use of snares, conibear, and foot- or leg-hold traps
in residential or other prohibited areas, provides exemptions for activities carried out by state and
federal agencies, and establishes the offense as a misdemeanor. The Department of Land and
Natural Resources (Department) supports this bill with the following amendment.

The Department appreciates the inclusion of an exemption for state and federal employees Who
are carrying out activities required under an approved management plan, as such enables the
Department to carry out its statutory duty to manage natural resources. Given constraints on the
Department’s staffing capacity, the Department regularly relies on agents of the state and
officially designated collaborators to implement impoitant natural resource management actions.
Therefore the Department suggests that, in addition to state or federal employees, the
prohibitions in this bill not apply to agents of the state and designated cooperators.

Our suggested language for subsection (2)(b) of SECTION 3 of this measure is as follows:

"§711— Cruelty to animals by trapping . (l) A person

commits the offense of cruelty to animals by trapping if the

person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly uses, sets, or
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(a) A steel—jawed leg—hold trap; or

(b) A snare, conibear, or foot— or leg—hold trap in an

(2)

area zoned as residential or any other area where such

trap is prohibited by law or rule; except under the

situations described in subsection (2).

Subsection (l)(b) shall not apply to:

(a) Persons carrying out accepted practices for rodent

(b)

control that do not involve the devices listed in

subsection (l); and

Employees of state or federal agencies or persons

acting as an agent of the state or as a designated

cooperator who are carrying out activities required

under a management plan approved by state or federal

agencies; if pursuant to a mandatory statutory duty

for the protection of species listed as threatened or

endangered species, and other wildlife species

protected by law; or for the protection of public

health, safety, or property.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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The Nature Conservancy o/‘Hawai 'i is a private non-pro/it conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and
waters upon which life in these islands depends. The Conservancy has helped to protect nearly 200,00!) acres ofnatural lands" in
I-lawai ‘i. Today, we actively manage more than 35,000 acres in ll nature preserves on Maui, Hawai ‘i, Moloka ‘i, Lana '1', and Kaua ‘i.
We also work closely with government agencies, private parties and communities on cooperative land and marine management pro/ects

The Nature Conservancy supports S.B. 6 SDI to protect pet animals by entirely prohibiting the use of
one type of animal control device, and limiting the use of some other animal control devices in
residential areas. We believe this bill does a good job of continuing to allow the use of appropriate
tools to control feral ungulates (e.g., pigs, goats, sheep, deer, Wild cattle) Where they are damaging
natural resource areas or threatening native species, While establishing reasonable additional
protections for pet animals in residential areas where they are most likely to be inadvertently caught if
certain animal control tools are employed.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Testimony To: House Committee on Judiciary
Representative Karl Rhoads, Chair

Presented By: Tim Lyons, CAE
Executive Director

Subject: S.B. 6, SD 1 — RELATING TO ANIMAL CRUELTY

Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee:

I am Tim Lyons, Executive Director of the Hawaii Pest Control Association. It is our members

that control household pests like termites, bed bugs, centipedes and rodents.

We have no particular problem with the intent of this bill however we do believe it needs some

clari cation in order to avoid any unintended consequences.

We would like to be sure that there is no misinterpretation or misapplication of the term

"conibear trap" as it might relate to snap traps which are used routinely in rodent control. The

definition of conibear traps as it appears in this bill, we believe could be applied to snap traps

and, therefore, we would recommend that in Section 3 of the bill, subparagraph 3 where the
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